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Fllltd with Him, 
In a t<me of deep dejection 

Jesus passed by, 
Saw my heart was dull and empty, 

Gently asked me, "why ?" 
Then 1 told Him all the story 

Of my bitter woe, 
How my hopes and joys had perished 

Many years ago. 
And the tears were softly dropping 

As I told Him all, 
Yet He did not chide my weeping, 

Though He saw them fall. 
But, when I bad told the story, 

Lovingly He came, 
Filled, Himself, the vacant chambers, 

Blessed be His name 1 
Now, no more my hewt is vacant, 

Nevermore can be ; 
Filled with Jesus, "Jesus only," 

For eternity I 

— Skl. 
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"Thy word ti a lamp unto my f«et and a tig-lit unto my path." 

Psalms 1 hi: 105. 

The evening twilight oi another year in the his- 
tory of Ashland College is upon us, and before the 
gilded mountains are lost in the darkness, we take 
this prerogative to Bay words befitting this occa- 
sion. After another year of labor and toil in 
which there has been much worry and anxiety, you 
are here, voluntarily, to comply with a custom in 
vogue among institutions of learning. This dem- 
onstrates to me the fact that in all your hungering 
and thirsting for knowledge you have a desire to 
drink from the great fountain that flows from the 
throne of God. And while in obedience to your 
call I am here to serve, I can boast of nothing that 
might do you or the institution honor. But, if I 
can in your hearts, kindle a flame of Bacred love 
that shall burn in aspirations toward God, if I can 
in my unpolished way offer a suggestion that 
might lighten the burdens of the heart, if I can im- 
press upon your hearts the utility and beauty of 
divine knowledge as taught by Him who taught 
ae one having authority, I shall be amply rewarded 
for my coming. 

"Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet." This term 
word is used in several senses, two of which I shall 
give. First, it is used to denote the Son of God, 
who is consubstantial and equal with God, the sec- 
ond person iu the most Holy Trinity. In John's 
gospel oi the blessed Master, we have in the first 
chapter and first verse these words : "In the begin- 
ning was the Word and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God." The Word here spoken 
of as bring in the beginning was Christ, the eter- 
nal Son of God. He was with God in the begin- 
ning ; i luii is, he had fellowship and holy commun- 
ion with God. He was not only with God, but be 
wan also God. He was not the identical Jehovah, 
hut he was divine, partaking of the nature and at- 
tributes nt God. Beginning with the third " verse, 
we read these words : "All things were made by 
Him ; and without him was nothing made that was 
made. In Him (the Word) waa life } and the 
life was the light of men. And the light (the 
Word, or rather the teachings of Christ the Word, 
shineth in darkness : and the darkness compre- 
hended it ii.it." Here it is alleged that the Word, 
Christ, was the great agent in planning and shap- 
ing the universe. In him was life and wisdom. 

In the fourteenth verse we read : "And the 
Word whs made flesh, and dwelt among us." That 
is, Christ, who was the Word, was made flesh ; 
hence, Word means Christ. Oh, thou blessed 
Word that didst in the early dawn of thy dispensa- 
tion, before the morning stars sang together in the 
infinity ot thy wisdom, the plan of this universe! 
Thou who didst dig the seas and roll up the moun- 
tains and shaped "Heaven's ebon vault, 

St lidded with atari unutterably bright, 

Through which the moon's unclouded grandeur rolls," 

art indeed a bright and shining lamp whose rays, 
though i- hining from the eternal throne of Jehovah, 
are seen in all the quarters of thy immeasurable 
kingdom. 

Second, the term word is used to denote what is 
written in the sacred books of the Old and New 
Testaments. In Luke it is said "blessed are Ihey 
that bear the word of God and keep it." James 


say* : "Be ye doers of the word." In the text the 
term denotes the writings of the Old Testament. 
They were to the Psalmist a lamp to his feet and a 
light to hia path. What the law of Hoses waa to 
David, the gospel is to us. Paul says it is the 
power of God unto salvation. It is the means 
whereby we come to a knowledge of the way of 
life. It is as a lamp illuminating the way so that 
men might not fail to reach the Celestial city. 
, However far yon may have gone in physios or 
metaphysics, whatever knowledge you may possess 
of language, mathematics or literature, whatever 
mechanical skill you may have, these arc only the 
lesser keys upon which we may play the tune of 
life. They should, however, be the swells whereby 
the music of our souls when attuned to the bosan- 
nas of God might became fuller and deeper. 
Knowledge, whether classified or unclassified, of 
nature and laws should sot in harmony with re- 
vealed knowledge iu awakening within the soul 
emotions of gratitude and praise to God. Knowl- 
edge of nature should be additional light to the 
pathway of life. While there are doctrines con- 
cerning the atonement that nature can not teach, 
yet I hold it to be a truth that science can not only 
be reconciled to God's revealed word, but also can 
be used as evidence testifying to the existence and 
power of God. Bo not the rooks of the mountains 
and the pebbles of the seashore testify of God ¥ 
Do not the lily and the rose that sip the dew at 
night and drink in the sunshine by day, declare 
that the hand that shaped and painted their petals 
is divine? Does not the bubbling of the fountain 
through some mysterious agency cause us to ex- 
claim with James, "The wisdom from above is 
pure and gentle," and the thundering of the cata- 
ract, with David, "The Lord most High is terrible ; 
he is a great king over all the earth" ? 

But while nature may testify* of God and help 
us to admire him, yet without a direct revelation 
from heaven the world would go into idolatry. 
The spiritual part ot our religion would be un- 
known. Astronomers tell us that the sun is a 
luminous body, but that the moon is opaque, shin- 
ing by reflecting the light of the sun. So long as 
the sun is shining the moon testifies to the exist- 
ence of the sun. But if it were not for the direct 
emission of light and heat from the sun to the 
earth the moon would be powerless to give proofs 
of the thermal condition of the sun. So the power 
and wisdom of God are reflected iu the works of 
nature ; but without a direct revelation from heav- 
en we could have no evidence as to the spiritual 
nature ofGod and hia kingdom on earth. Hence 
the necessity for a special and direct revelation. 
God never intended that nature should be the sole 
teacher of man for in the infancy of the race God 
manifested himself to man and taught him. With 
nature as our only instructor the tendencies of our 
religion would be toward materialism and idola- 
try. 

A scfcnoe is a lamp to the student on his way to 
knowledge of the material universe as the rules of 
grammar are a light whereby he may walk in the 
pathway that leads to an understanding of lan- 
guage, so the revealed word Of God is a lamp to 
oar feet and a light in the path that leads ' to the 
throne immortal. While nature may testify of God, 
it is powerless te declare the relation that man sus- 
tains to him. The accessibility of God and the 
terms whereby we may approach him are a part of 
theology and not of science. We may determine our 
relation to the rook, the plant, and the animal by a 
knowledge of science but our relation to God oan 
only be ascertained as he in his word declares it to 
us. "Thou hast made him » little lower than the 
angels and hast crowned him with honor and 
glory." Even man's dominion in the physical 
world is more fully declared in theology than in 
science. "Thon madest him to have dominion over 


the works of thy hands ; thon hast put all things 
under his feet." In view of these facts what would 
be the condition of the religious world without the 
Bible ? Do we not have practical demonstrations 
in lands where the word of God is unknswn? 
Suppose you could remove the moon and the plan- 
ets from space so that we could receive no more 
light from them. Then suppose you could annihi- 
late the stars and with one sweep of your arm hurl 
the sun beyond the borders of the universe so that 


the earth conld not feel their heat nor see their 
light, and what would be the physical condition of 
the earth? It would be as cold as tbe icebergs on t 
the Antarctic continent. It would be darker than 
the blackest cave during the midnight hour. So 
dark tbe world would be spiritually were it not tor 
the Bible. But, says some one, this book that we 
revere as heaven sent, written by the band of tbe 
Spirit, kissed by angelic lips, is not the word of , 
God, bnt the work of some netarions impostor. 
But, supposing that it is not true, what harm is it 
doing? What harm 1b it doing in this town? 
What harm ia tt doing in the United States ? 
What barm is it doing in Europe ? What harm ia 
it doing anywhere ¥ It teaches honesty, it teaches 
chastity, it teaches temperance. What atheist 
does hot admire these principles ? None but out- 
casts who are unfit for civilized society, unfit for 
exile, unfit for the earth, unfit for heaven, 
fit only for the dark caverns of eternal despair, 
could speak against such ennobling rules of integ- 
rity. Are not tbe fundamental principles of the 
Bible admired and cherished by the infidel as well 
as the Christian ? The Bible is tbe light of na- 
tions and the torch of the world. Well may it be 
said of any nation that receives the word of God, 
as of the land of Zabnlan and tbe land of Nephtha- 
lim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee 
of tbe Gentiles, the people whieh sat in darkness 
saw a great light ; and to them which sat in tbe 
region and shadow of death, light is sprung up." * 
Is not that influence heaven born tbat touched the 
shepherds of the east and all those of whom it was 
said "the world knoweth us not because it knew 
Him not ?" Surely that influence that dashed by 
the pyramids ot Egypt, flowed by the pillars of 
Hercules, foamed round tbe Colliseum of Rome, 
snuffed the breezes of five oceans and warmed the 
hearts of our forefathers, is an emission of glory 
Irom the throne ot Jehovah. Can such demonstra- 
tions of the Spirit be tbe sequel of an impostor's 
work ? If so, what could one do who is not an im- 
postor ? All the proof needful to establish the di- 
vinity of the scriptures is a complete application 
of them to tbe race. By their fruits we know 
them. 

Let us notice, briefly, the influence of God's 
word on the nations. We will first glance at our 
own country. The flood-gates of prosperity are 
open. In production, natural and artificial, the 
country is well supplied. Intellectually, socially 
and spiritually we compare favorably with the " 
greatest nations of the earth. I ask as to what 
gave this country its present high standing among 
the nations ? How far would I mistake if I should 
say the Bible? That is my reply and I mistake 
not when I say that there never was a truly great * 
nation without the Bible in it Will you find for 
me one nation of enlightenment to-day- — only one — 
that does not have the word of God in it ? Look 
over Europe and Asia. Look over Africa and 
America. Do you think of one? Tbat nation 
does not exist. A nation without the Bible in it 
is below the average nation, and just as soon as 
the word of God is not revered in this nation, tbe 
greatest catastrophe that ever befell any nation will 
befall us. When the family altars are neglected 
and the sanctuary of God is no longer frequented, 
then Christianity will be superceded by idolatry, 
intelligence by ignorance and superstition, and har- 
mony be broken up by discord and anarchy. * 

For many years the Holy Word has been the 
safeguard of tbe nation. We need no better 
standing army than the army of God-fearing men 
and women with Jesus Christ as its commander. 
This army with breast plates of righteousness, the 
shield ol faith, the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit which is the word of God, will 
withstood the very gates of bell. With these 
weapons the world must be conquered. Place tbe 
Bible in an uncivilised nation, and civilization, in- 
telligence and Christianity begin to dawn. A 
number of years ago it was scarcely ' safe for a 
Christian man to land on the Sandwich Islands. 
The Word has been introduced and today the 
islands are Christian and a stranger is treated with 
courtesy and respect Some years ago Madagas- 
car was so averse to Christianity that it executed 
eighteen Christiana. Today, through tbe influen- 
ces of the Bible, Madagascar is becoming Chris- 


